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Explode The Code provides a sequential, systematic approach to phonics in which students blend

sounds to build vocabulary and read words, phrases, sentences, and stories. Frequent review of

previously
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Even though most schools will tell you they teach phonics, most really do not. At best, they begin

teaching phonics in first grade after teaching high frequency words with flashcards in kindergarten...

which simply teaches young children that the way to read is to memorize what a "word picture"

looks like. From everything I've read, getting a kid who has learned to read this way to put in the

effort to learn phonics is like pulling teeth so I was determined to teach my daughter proper reading

with phonics.Once my daughter knew her letter sounds (thank you Leap Frog's Letter Factory!), I

began showing her how the sounds could be "squashed" together to make words and how those

sounds were inside of words. Since this concept requires a developmental leap, it can not be

rushed or forced. Slowly she began to understand (she was 3.5 at the time) and one day, the light

bulb clicked on. She could pick out the letters in simple words that she heard and read simple C-V-C

words like 'cat'. That's when I went looking for the next step.I checked out several books from the

library, including "Teach Your Child to Read in 100 Easy Lessons", "Phonics Pathways", and "The

Reading Lesson". Of those, I liked "Phonics Pathways" the best and bought a copy. I began

spending 5 minutes a day, a few days a week, working with my daughter but quickly realized that



she HATED the book and it's boring lessons. So, I bought "Explode the Code 1". What a

difference!While the pictures are crude, they were just enough to catch my daughter's interest.

Since each lesson has the same format, the same types of activities, she quickly learned what was

expected on each type of page - a great comfort to a young child learning to do something new and

difficult.
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